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“It’s been 10 years and the pain never

really goes away.”

Darrin Harde
spoke of losing his infant daughter
Brighid. His wife, Joann, suffered from
HELLP syndrome, a life-threatening
condition that required her 1o deliver
Brighid at 24 w

“She had to deliver the baby or die.”
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It's g about four
complete changes in the whole
product,” Darrin  explained
“We're continuing to tweak it.”
Since 1997, CaringBridge org
has hosted more than 62000
Web sites; & new sie is created
every |5 minutes. This s 3 huge
communication ool for keeping
famibes and fnends connected
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While Joann mecovered in the hospital
and Brighid was in the ICU, Darrin said
their good ‘friend, Sona Mehring,

“We are focusing on connect- b
ing family and friends in a
Sona stated.

CaringBridge marks 10 years of connections
47N

.

“She called and asked me if there was
anything she could do,” Darrin recalled.
“She said, "How about I build you a Web
site? All you have 1o do is call each might

*Il update it.””

tion was natural.
“Tt was 2

Sona was a Web developer and design-
er by profession, so she said the sugges-

ent this was such a help,”
Sona said via a phone interview. ™
this needed to be a service 1o everyone in

a health crisis.”

So Was the
CaringBridge.org.

Sona said the first site she created was
a manual site and she personally made
the updates. Once she realized she want-
ed to make this available to everyone,
she spent 1wo to three months creating a
program {hat anyone could immediately
use on their own. People can establish a

See Caring Bridge/Page 7A
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ments, For families of newborns — and @ Board of Directors.  tion.

who have gone through a trau-  Joanne Hardegger has been o
birth, some keep the site  Board member for 10 years,
1 2006, Sona was recognized — original inspiration,

mat
going as they enter kinder-

ganen.” by MSN.com as one of the
nation's leading women for ing family and friends in a
change. She has also received  health crisis,” Sona stated.

affiliate-WCCO's
Good Neighbor Award, the nine days against tremendous

CaringBridge is a free serv-
ke, As a non-profit organiza-

tion, their funds come from the CBS

donations and hospital partner-

In the meantime, Sona said
CaringBridge will remember its

“We are focusing on connecl-

Baby Brighid struggled for

ships. They do not advertise, Angel Foundation Star Award odds, but succumbed during

relying on word-of-mouth
“That's the number one way

and was
Minnesota

finalist for the surgery. Darrin said that he and
High Tech his wife are glad 1o see the

that CaringBridge awareness is  Association's TEKNE Award in -~ CaringBridge legacy spring

made,” Sona said. 2004, from their family’s tragedy.
Song kept her day job jn We Darrin suid that the next step I think what it does for us is
development until 2000 when | for CaringBridge is to set up 2 keep her alive,” Darrin said.

el vme  at | Spanish-language version. They
already have a company willing

“Like a guardian angel.”
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